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For five months, from the safety of 
Washington, DC, chief spokespersons 
for the Biden administration John 
Kirby and Jake Sullivan have insisted 
on Israel’s right to defend itself. Dur-
ing that time, the world has watched 
in horror as the Israeli military de-
stroys homes, hospitals, schools, 
churches, and mosques while target-
ing civilians for mass slaughter. 
Whole families have been wiped out, 
thousands are dying from their 

wounds while thousands of others are starving, forced 
to consume animal feed and water mixed with sewage.  
 
As you read this, 1.5 million Palestinians, having made 
their way south under constant attack, are sheltering in 
the city of Rafah at Gaza’s southern border. They have 
nowhere left to flee, the Egyptian border is closed to 
them, and the Israeli authorities are seeing to it that vir-
tually no medical or food assistance can reach them. Is-
raeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu has an-
nounced that an attack on Rafah to destroy the rem-
nants of Hamas is imminent and will not be delayed 
even if there’s a temporary pause in killing to exchange 
hostages for Palestinian prisoners.  
 
 
While Israelis are focused on the release of the hostages 
and the destruction of Hamas, a worldwide consensus, 
including in the United States, is growing for a perma-
nent ceasefire. Millions of brave working people and stu-
dents have taken to the streets on behalf of the Pales-
tinians. Pro-Israel organizations like American Israel 
Public Affairs Committee (AIPEC) and the Anti-
Defamation Leage (ADL) are furious, threatening to de-
fund colleges and universities that won’t discipline pro-
Palestinian students and to derail the careers of politi-
cians brave enough to challenge US support for Israel. 

End the Genocide!  
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Yet, except for a few courageous and outspoken 
members of Congress, the vast majority from both 
major parties support US arming Israel and refuse 
to call for a ceasefire. Not only do they turn a blind 
eye to the suffering in Gaza, a few applaud the 
genocide.  
 
One House member from Tennessee last week, 
asked about the thousands of Palestinian children 
killed, answered “we should kill ‘em all!” His re-
sponse was filmed and went viral on social media, 
and Al Jeezera, the independent media giant, 
showed it throughout the Middle East. 
Meanwhile, the number of Palestinian dead has 
climbed past 30,000, with more than half of them 
women and children; over 70,000 have been 
wounded and, without sufficient medical care, 
many of these will also die; 7000 others have been 
reported missing, many for several months, and 
presumably they, too, are dead.  
 
Will there ever be peace in this divided land? If 
so, five goals must be achieved: mutual recogni-
tion that the lives of Palestinians and Jews have 
equal value; both peoples must enjoy the same 
democratic rights, whether within one state or 
two; the right of eventual return for refugees and 
their descendants must be guaranteed; unlawfully 
seized land must be returned; and all Jews and 
Palestinians must be guaranteed full and genuine 
security. 
  
Compromise will be necessary and that will take 
time and trust.  For a start, please call the White 
House (202 456-1111) and demand an immediate 
ceasefire and an end to military aid to Israel. 
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