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The burning of fossil fuels is causing climate chaos
all across the globe: wildfires, hurricanes, droughts,
floods, heatwaves. Vulnerable people are suffering,
their homes destroyed, their fertile lands turned in-
to deserts or flooded out. Next
OCCUPY year will be worse, and the years
LB after that are hard to even imag-
75 -~ |ine.

\ These extreme events are exact-
77 0\ Iy what climate scientists pre-
/ dicted back in the middle 1980s.
#l§] We knew it was coming. Why
d are we still burning fossil fuels?

R SESEE We must face this question as in-
d|V|duaIs Our power to make a difference is im-
portant, but limited. But, to make change at the
needed scale, we must demand that our govern-
ments, local, state, and federal act decisively to end
the drilling, marketing and burning of fossil fuel.
They must act to ramp up wind, solar, and geother-
mal energy on a massive scale and modernize the
grid to make it efficient and effective. These chang-
es must happen quickly. We can’t wait for 2050.

The major obstacle standing in the way is the fossil
fuel industry which still plans to continue business
as usual for decades to come. They are making bil-
lions of dollars each year. They are using their
enormous political power to sabotage any legisla-
tion or government action that will erode their
profits. They are also acting to obstruct the deploy-
ment of renewable energy. We taxpayers are gen-
erously subsidizing them every year. We are pay-
ing for our own destruction. This is immoral and
insane.
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During the 1980s and 90s, the fossil fuel industry de-
ceived Congress and the American people by introduc-
ing doubt that climate science was settled. They in-
sisted that there was a “debate” about the accuracy of
predictions about global climate change. They used
these arguments to obstruct legislation or other gov-
ernment action that could have prevented many of
the extreme weather nightmares we now live with.

Now, the industry is deceiving us again. They make
themselves look good by supporting false solutions
like Carbon Capture and Storage (CCS), Carbon Off-
sets, and more recently the false promise of hydrogen
fuel. We taxpayers are subsidizing those expensive
boondoggles too.

All over the planet, people are organizing to fight
back. On September 17th, 75,000 people marched
against fossil fuels in New York City at the United Na-
tions Building.

We support HR 598, the Earth Act, a bill in the House
of Representatives. It calls for three big changes:

1) by 2030, 100% of all electricity from retail electric
suppliers selling over 1,000 megawatt hours per year
be generated from renewable energy sources.

That means that 100% of the electricity on the US
grid would be from renewables.

2) By 2030, 100% of all new motor vehicles sold by
auto manufacturers must be zero emission vehicles.

3) By 2030, all publicly traded agriculture and live-
stock corporations must transition to regenerative ag-
ricultural practices.

Please call your member of Congress 202-224-3121
and ask him or her to co-sponsor HR 598, The Earth
Act. Please call Senator Durbin 202-224-2152, and
Senator Duckworth 202-224-2854 and ask them to in-
troduce the Earth Act into the US Senate.

Written & Distributed by Occupy Elgin & by
Fox Valley Citizens for Peace & Justice
Look for us on Face Book.
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